684                   JUDITH  PARIS                   PART

Her eyes gazed at him with the eager moisture
in them of a puppy begging for a biscuit,

* Certainly,  Cousin   Maria*    It   is   good of
you------'

At once she knelt down on the floor beside
him and, her bonnet falling back a little from her
head, her gloved hands clasped, prayed.

* Oh Lord God, I pray Thee to look down on
this Thy servant who has been sore troubled and
in deep distress*    Thou knowest what are our
faults and failures, but there is in Thy heart
an infinite patience and an all-preserving Wisdom,
Take this Thy servant into Thy care and show
him the way that he may find once again those
whom he best loves and be restored into their
company.    Thou knowest what is best for him,
and Thy will be done.    In the name of Thy Son
who was crucified for us on the Cross and whose
Divine   Example   we   would   eternally   follow.
Amen.*

She waited a moment, her head between her
hands, then she rose. There was thick dust on
her black gown, but she did not notice. She
stroked her nose with her hand.

4 And now I must really be off/ she said
briskly. ' Phyllis and I am to spend a little
evening alone together. We are reading The
Task. Remember, pray, Cousin Francis, that
we are most eager to have you with us at Grosset,
if you care to come. You have only to send us
word. Yes, we shall all be delighted to see
you/

She bent and kissed him on the forehead;